
National Assembly for Wales 

Cross Party Group on Human Rights 

Minutes 

5th March 2018 

 

Attendance: 

Helen Mary Jones AM                 Chair of Cross Party Group on Human Rights 

Jenny Rathbone AM 

Darren Miller AM 

Katie Palmer                                Food Sense Wales (Guest speaker) 

Hayley Richards                          Oxfam Cymru 

Gethin Rhys                                 Cytun  

Jackie Jones                                Wales Assembly of Wales  

Lucy Stone                                   Bevan Foundation 

Ele Hicks                                      Diverse Cymru 

Gill Peace                                    Welsh Centre for International Affairs 

Aphrael Spindloe                         Welsh Centre for International Affairs 

Teresa Morandini                        Welsh Centre for International Affairs 

Catherine Lewis                          Children in Wales  

 

Apologies  

Jane Bryant AM  

Rhun ap Iorwerth AM 

Julie Morgan AM  

Simon Hofman                          Civil Society Stakeholder Group and Swansea University  

 

1. Welcome  

The Chair welcomed everyone to the second meeting of the group and introductions 

were made. A particular welcome was extended to the representatives from The 

Welsh Centre for International Affairs (WCIA). Gill, a member of staff, was 

accompanied by Teresa who is a student volunteer and Aphrael a student who is on 

work experience at WCIA.  The Chair also mentioned that Julie Morgan AM wanted it 



to be known that although convention means that Welsh Government Ministers don’t 

sit on Cross Party Groups,  she is, however, very supportive of the Group and its aims.  

 

2. Minutes of the Last Meeting 

The minutes of the last meeting, which was the inaugural meeting of the group, were 

agreed as a true record.  

 

3. Matters Arising  

 

There were no matters arising.  

 

4. Guest Speaker  

The Chair introduced the guest speaker Katie Palmer from Food Sense Wales by 

saying that she felt that it is important for Cross Party Groups to do something to make 

a difference and contribute to the work of the National Assembly of Wales. She 

therefore suggested that when listening to the presentation, the group note down any 

points arising out of the presentation and then we could work to make a difference.  

Katie Palmer (Food Sense Wales) gave a very interesting talk which looked at, among 

other things, how the right to food can be applied.  

The main points of the presentation are summarised below: 

• The Right to Food as defined by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the 

Right to Food is: “The right to have regular, permanent and unrestricted access, 

either directly or by means of financial purchases, to quantitatively and 

qualitatively adequate and sufficient food corresponding to the cultural 

traditions of the people to which the consumer belongs, and which ensure a 

physical and mental, individual and collective, fulfilling and dignified life free of 

fear.” 

• The right to food in Wales does not shape policy or legislation and cannot be 

legally enforced. However Scotland has begun this journey with Good Food 

Nation. Could The Wellbeing of Future Generations Act milestones be the 

foundation of right to Food in Wales? 

• The DWP now have a Food and Resources Survey and there are also 2 

questions around this in the National Survey for Wales (but we need 3 as a 

minimum).  

• In Wales a survey found that 26% of 16 – 34 year olds ran out of food in past 

year. There is also a link between areas of deprivation and obesity.  



• The South Wales Food Poverty Alliance “Call for Action” notes that 24 – 31% 

Welsh children eligible for free school lunch did not eat one and only 36% 

children eligible for free school lunch ate at least 1 free school breakfast each 

week 

• Evidence from Children’s Future Food Inquiry found that 160,000 children are 

living in households that cannot afford the cost of the Government 

recommended healthy diet (Food Foundation 2018).This can be partly 

overcome by eligible children accessing the free school meals and it is 

recommended that these are renamed the education food allowance to 

overcome the stigma of accessing free school meals.  

• Children’s Commissioners Office report Charter for Change noted that 28% of 

children in Wales are living in poverty. Recommendations from Report include 

– a new Child Poverty Delivery Plan be published with clear measurable steps 

that WG will take to improve the lives of children living in poverty and more 

children are made eligible for free school meals  

• A social and environmental rights based approach to food is required which 

improve the quality of life for millions in the UK and fulfil the UKs commitment 

to the International Conventions on Human Rights and Climate Change. 

• A poverty premium exists as it costs more to buy food, fuel and access childcare 

if you’re poor.  

• Scotland have published the good Food Nation Bill and are embedding food 

rights at the heart of public policy. They also have Healthy Start vouchers which 

means that families on certain benefits can get free milk, fruit and vegetables  

• A right to food for future generations – what should happen next in 

Wales? 

• Wales could follow the 7 steps identified by the UN that a state should take to 

realise the implementation of the right to food – these include identify the hungry 

and poor and monitor progress  

• The group could respond to the Consultation “Measuring our nation’s progress” 

highlighting that the milestones be the foundation of right to Food in Wales? 

• Food Sense Wales is looking at what lessons Wale can learn from the Scottish approach 

and the organisation is also interested in talking to any organisations and individuals to 

inform thinking on steps Wales can take to enshrine right to food in the context of 

wellbeing and equality.  

 

5. Welcome to Visitors from Palestine  

The Chair welcomed Amira Hanania and Sara Omeed, to the meeting. They spoke 

about the work of the Higher Presidential Committee of Churches Affairs in Palestine 

and the current situation in the West Bank. 

 

 



6. Open discussion on presentation and way forward 

DM suggested that the WG should make a clear statement on what they believe 

people’s rights are to good food and nutrition. It was accepted that this will be 

aspirational but could form the basis of a strategy to eliminate food poverty.  

The group could write to the First Minister and request that a 3rd question be added to 

the National Survey for Wales. This could be aligned with the three questions that are 

being asked in Scotland.  

We have disparate policy silos in Wales such as agriculture, health etc but the Well-

being of Future Generations Act helps join up different policy areas. It was suggested 

that the Cross Party Group have a presentation on the 7 broad well-being goals and 

47 national indicators that track progress in achieving the goals. This could be given 

by Glyn Jones the Chief Statistician.  

The group could also write to Welsh Government and ask how they are ensuring a 

rights based approach is adopted to the Future Generations Act and sustainable 

development. Results Based Accountability could also be applied to the indicators.  

The Consultation “Measuring our nation’s progress” is consulting on the criteria for 

choosing new milestones as well as the National Indicators against which national 

milestones will be set. It was suggested that when responding to the consultation 

organisations could highlight the need for national indicators on access to food.  Katie 

Palmer offered to write a Paper on Measuring Food Insecurity and send this to The 

Chair.  

Actions: 

1. The Chair to send a letter to the First Minister requesting that the 2 current 

food insecurity questions are maintained and supplemented with a third  

2. A high level letter be sent to the First Minister stressing the importance of 

applying a rights based approach to the well-being goals of the Future 

Generations Act while highlighting the need for national indicators on access to 

food.  

3. KP to send copy of Paper to Chair on Measuring Food Insecurity  

 

 

Suggestion for next meeting – invite Glyn Jones Chief Statistician from Welsh 

Government to talk about the well-being goals and indicators of the Well-being of 

Future Generations Act.  

 


